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Natural gas-powered van may be practical 
for NJ ridesharing and clean air programs 


If an experimental van proves practical, tect “a =i “oe 
a gas furnace and your car will have a lot ae - : 
in common. 

In June, Mobility Management staff in- 
spected PSE&G’s natural gas-powered 
van and discussed its potential for use in 
ridesharing programs. 

The van’s clean air qualities may help 
the region meet federal standards. 

“Ridesharing is the easiest way to 
reduce ozone-producing vehicle emis- 
sions,” said Mobility Management’s Pat 
Soeteber. ‘However, if we can’t get 
motorists to ride together, natural gas- 
powered vehicles may be one of the better 
alternatives. I hope natural gas vehicles 
prove to be practical and economical. 
They would put a big dent in the automo- 
bile exhaust problem in New Jersey.” 

The modified 1989 Chrysler van is 
identical to gasoline-powered versions 


except for some minor engine changes PSE&G's Ralph DiBiase and John Senkewicz discuss the features of their natural gas- 

and four natural gas cylinders slightly powered van with Manager Pat Soeteber from Mobility Management. 

larger than scuba tanks in place of the gas 

tank. The cylinders hold about 1,700 used a slightly modified stock gasoline natural gas don't need catalytic convert- 

cubic feet of compressed natural gas engine to power the van. However, ers,” said DiBiase. “They’re that clean. 

which is equivalent to 16 gallons of PSE&G’s Manager of Utilization Ralph Motorists would also save money on 

gasoline. DiBiase says an engine designed to use maintenance due to longer times between 
Modifying the van cost about $3,900. natural gas would improve vehicle oil changes. And, if a natural gas engine 

The biggest expense was the purchase and _ performance and save money. was mass produced it would cost just a bit 

installation of the gas cylinders. PSE&G “Vehicles specially designed to burn more than gasoline-powered versions.” 
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Atlantic City rail line. 
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Transportation Museum. Linda Zajac, Support Staff. 


Governor Jim Florio called a historic 
first meeting of all the state’s transpor- 
tation agencies on June 6 to explain his 
vision for a unified transportation 
system. 

During the meeting Governor Florio 
signed an executive order creating a 
Transportation Executive Council 
(TEC). The order directed the council 
to work together to justify member 
agencies’ capital plans and programs. 
The TEC must also recommend a 
statewide transportation investment 
plan that will provide cost-effective 
mobility. 

“Our transportation problems have 
gotten worse in the past decade,” said 
Governor Florio. ““We’ve gone...from 
growth to gridlock. Up to now, the 
only thing that’s been consistent about 
New Jersey’s transportation policy is a 
lack of consistency. The Executive 
Council will set an action agenda for 
the entire state.” 

The newly-constituted TEC, chaired 
by Commissioner Tom Downs, held its 
first meeting immediately after the 
Governor’s news conference. The 
Commissioner is expected to make rec- 
ommendations to the Governor based 
on this group’s work at the end of the 
summer. 

Simultaneously, the chief operating 
officers and other representatives of the 


Governor says NJ transportation groups 
will work together on anng and DOS 


Assistant Commissioner of Policy and Planning Christine Johnson addresses the 
Technical Advisory Group with NJDOT managers (standing) William Beetle, Robert 
Kraml, Mark Howard and (seated) Dennis Keck. 


same agencies met with Assistant 
Commissioner Christine Johnson. They 
comprise the Technical Advisory Group 
(TAG) of the TEC. 

All TAG members are expected to 
provide the Commissioner with a 


Governor Jim Florio presented his Transportation Executive Council plans at a June 6 
State House news conference. Commissioner Tom Downs will chair the council. 


business plan by July 20. They will also 
meet regularly through the summer to 
discover common goals, problems, 
priorities and spending strategies. The 
group will then analyze the information 
and develop investment priorities. 

During June and July, the TEC and 
TAG groups will meet with representa- 
tives from all NJ counties and the seven 
largest cities to determine their transpor- 
tation needs, priorities and problems. 

The combined findings of TAG and 
local outreach will be reported to the 
Transportation Executive Council. 
Commissioner Downs will present the 
subsequent TEC recommendations to 
Governor Jim Florio. 

Johnson’s units will provide support 
staff for the project, with additional per- 
sonnel drawn from all areas of the De- 
partment and agencies. Dennis Keck, Di- 
rector of Transportation Systems Plan- 
ning; Andrew Davis, Director of Trans- 
portation Policy and Kathy Stanwick, 
Director of External Affairs and Intergov- 
emmental Relations have been assigned 
key portions of the summer process. 
Linda Artlip, formerly Director of 
Communications, has been assigned to 
prepare the final report. 
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NJDOT honors 1989’s high achievers 


The Department has designated the 57 highest non-managerial achievers for 1989. 
Each was selected by supervisors to receive the fifth annual Employee of the Year Award. 


The awards will be presented by Division Directors. 


4 oat 1 Of this group, 11 were selected to receive the special Departmental Employee of the 
‘ay, BE Year award from Commissioner Tom Downs. ( Photos of this group appear at the top of 
Judith A. SME the page.) 

ae Employees may be nominated by fellow employees or supervisors for the award if 


their work "far exceeds” their job performance standards for one calendar year. In addi- 
tion, the candidates must satisfy one of the following criteria: 

¢ exceptional creativity 

* exceptional concern for safety 

* exceptional leadership skills 

* enhancement of the public image of the Department 

* extreme devotion to duty 

¢ exceptional responsibility 


John Wincek 
Design & Right of Way 
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NJDOT repair crew reopens 
NJ TRANSIT bridge in 21 days 


Glassboro bridge crew 455 
and several other Region IV 
employees helped make 
Lindenwold a safer place to 
live. They repaired a NJ 
TRANSIT bridge over the 
Atlantic City rail line at high 


“On one side of the bridge is 
a fire station,” said Senior 
Engineer Al Brenner. “On the 
other is a large residential 
area. However, since the 
bridge was only rated to carry 
six tons, fire trucks weighing 
almost 16 tons couldn’t cross. 
The low-rated bridge turned a 
five-minute fire response time 
into almost 25 minutes.” 

Developing specs and 
bidding the job would have 
required several months. 
However, with NJDOTers 


doing the job with contract 
vendors funded by NJ TRAN- 
SIT the state saved dollars and 
time. 

“The county did some 
repairs a few years ago and 
reduced the weight rating to 
six tons,” said Brenner. “But 
it wasn’t enough.” 

Brenner and his crews 
completed the job in just 21 
days despite having to stop 
work every time a train 
passed. 

“We built a temporary deck 
under the bridge to catch 
anything that fell,” said 
Brenner. “However, a bolt 
hitting the front of a train 
traveling 80 MPH would do a 
lot of damage. We even built 
a temporary deck to make sure 
nothing reached the tracks.” 


Bridge repairers Walt Adams, Doug Daisey and Millard Paulus 


work on the deck of the NJ TRANSIT bridge in Lindenwold. 


Downs appoints new senior managers 


Commissioner Tom Downs 
named new assistant commis- 
sioners and directors to his 
management team in May and 
June. 

Christine Johnson is the new 
Assistant Commissioner of 
Policy and Planning. She was 
previously Director of the 
Office of Transportation 
Planning/Trans-Hudson 
Coordinator of the Port Au- 
thority of New York and New 
Jersey. Johnson holds a 
doctorate in public policy 
analysis from the University 
of Illinois. 

Christine Cox has assumed 
the duties of Assistant 
Commissioner of Finance and 
Administration. She was the 
Chief of Staff at the Division 
of Motor Vehicles Services. 
Cox served in the NJDOT 
under former commissioner 
Louis J. Gambaccini. 

Cox holds a master’s degree 
in governmental administra- 
tion from the Fels Institute of 
the University of Pennsylva- 
nia. She was recently selected 
Public Administrator of the 
Year by the New Jersey 


Cox 


section of the American 
Society for Public Admini- 
stration. 

Kathy Stanwick has joined 
the Department as the Director 
of External Affairs and Inter- 
governmental Relations. 

This new unit will work 
with local, county, state and 
federal officials to develop 
and coordinate transportation 
issues throughout the state. 
Stanwick will also work to 
develop a broad-based 
coalition to support the 


Johnson 


Governor’s transportation 
initiatives. 

For the past five years, she 
was president of a Metuchen- 
based consulting firm. 
Stanwick holds a master’s 
degree in sociology from 
Rutgers and a bachelor’s 
degree from the State 
University of New York. 

Joining Stanwick as 
Assistant Director is Paul 
Chrystie. He holds a 
bachelor’s degree in political 
science from the University of 


Pennslyvania. 

Barbara Richardson, the 
former Director of Public 
Information for the Tribor- 
ough Bridge and Tunnel 
Authority, has been named 
Director of Communications. 
Prior to joining the TBTA, 
Richardson was College 
Relations Officer for Queens 
College in New York. 
Richardson holds a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of 
Nebraska. 

William Ankner has joined 
the Department as Director of 
Capital Policy and Program- 
ming. He was most recently 
the Supervisor of Corporate 
Strategic Planning at the Port 
Authority of New York and 
New Jersey. 

Prior to joining the Port 
Authority, Ankner was the 
Director of the Office of 
Policy Analysis with the 
Department. He holds a 
doctorate and a master’s 
degree from the University of 
Ottawa, Canada, and a 
bachelor’s degree from 
Stonehill College. 


When it comes to vacation fun, 
this NJDOTer has a one-track mind 


Both NJDOT Waterbome 
Transportation Coordinator 
Jim Whittaker and President 
Bush vacation in Kennebunk- 
port, ME. Bush rides in Air 
Force One. Whittaker takes a 
trolley. Life isn’t fair. 

To be accurate, Whittaker 
operates trolleys at the non- 
profit Seashore Trolley 
Museum in Kennebunkport. 

“The Seashore Trolley 
Museum is a national 
museum of public transporta- 
tion,” said Whittaker. “We 
have buses, cable cars, horse- 
drawn cars and even rapid 
transit vehicles. However, we 
concentrate on trolleys.” 

The museum is located on 
400 acres with one and a half 
miles of main line track. The 
museum’s 2,000 members are 
restoring 180 vehicles from 
around the country. Whittaker 
says the museum’s goal is to 
preserve the nation’s public 
transit traditions. 

“The museum provides a 
sense of history to present and 
future generations,” said Whit- 


taker. “This form of transpor- 
tation was extremely impor- 
tant for our country’s eco- 
nomic development. Before 
the automobile, you had your 
shoes, a good horse or a 
trolley car to get around.” 

Donated vehicles are 
restored to their original 
condition by museum staff and 
volunteers. Although Whit- 
taker loves the finished 
products, he prefers to drive. 

“Some members just want 
to restore cars,” said Whit- 
taker. “Others, like me, want 
to operate the vehicles and 
conduct the talks with our 
guests. I like the fun of 
dealing with people.” 

Since each vehicle is 
unique, Whittaker and his 
fellow operators have to 
practice regularly to qualify 
for certification. 

“I’m a qualified trolley mo- 
torman and conductor,” said 
Whittaker. “We have to 
practice a lot to get to know 
each vehicle. The cars have 
an air brake system that 
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BORN: Principal 
Engineer Wagdi Gobrial 
and his wife, Mary, are the 
proud parents of a new son, 
Andrew Paul. Andrew was 
born on May 19. 

Training Technician 
Lisa Bellizio and her 
husband, Kevin, have a 
new daughter, Kirstin 
Alyssa. 

MARRIED: Principal 


Engineer Martin Livingston 
married Secretarial Asst. III 
Janine Dyer on May 5. 

GRADUATED: MIS 
Specialist Cynthia Dey 
graduated with honors from 
Mercer County Community 
College on May 30. Dey 
earned an associate degree in 
applied science. 

FOUND: While emptying 
litter barrels at the I-78 rest 
area in Bethlehem Township, 
equipment operators Ron 
Peterman and John Beatty 


doesn’t stop on a dime. 
Therefore, we have to get to 
know its limitations before we 
take passengers on trips.” 

Besides chatting with 
museum guests about the 
history of the vehicles, 
Whittaker adds a little transit 
trivia to his talk. 

“Most people think the 
operator is in charge on the 
train,” said Whittaker. “Not 
true. It’s really the conductor. 
Legend has it the issue was 
settled years ago in a fight. 
Two of them slugged it out 
and the conductor won.” 

Whittaker would probably 
agree that “there’s something 
about a train that’s magic.” 
After all, he met his true love 
on a trolley. 

“Janet and I took a museum 
group out on a 17° winter day. 
I was the operator and she was 
the conductor on the first leg 
of the trip. For the return leg, 
we switched. When a passen- 
ger saw her take the controls, 
he said, ‘Oh, no, a woman 
operator.’ 


and MWI Keli Lindaberry 
found a sawed-off shotgun. 

Police believe the gun may 
have been used in a Pennsyl- 
vania robbery or kidnapping 
and could be a valuable piece 
of evidence. 

TRIP: Department baseball 
fans should contact John 
Dourgarian at 530-6148 for 
more information on the 
"NJDOT night at the Vet." 

Proceeds from the trip to the 
September 7 Phillies-Mets 
game at Veterans Stadium will 
benefit the Department's 
Charitable Campaign Fund. 


Mary Harvilla Neil, 80, 
passed away on April 26 in 
Reston, VA. She was a 
Department secretary for 25 
years before retiring in 


Janet replied: ‘Yes, 


Waterborne Transportation 
Coordinator Jim Whittaker 
works with ferries during the 
work week but plays with trains 
on the weekends. 


I’m going to take you back. Of 
course, you could get out and 
walk.’ I thought, this is my 
kind of woman.” 

Incidently, President Bush 
took a ride on the museum’s 
trolleys. To date, however, 
Whittaker hasn’t gotten a ride 
on Air Force One. 


1977. 

Dorsey Schaible, 75, 
died in April in Trenton. 
Schaible retired from Signs 
and Lines in 1975 with 42 
years service. 

Philip Tott, 82, died in 
May at his home in Tren- 
ton. 

Raymond Cross, 81, 
died May 15 in Indian 
Mills. Cross was a truck 
driver in Region IV. 


Edward Sommers, C&M 
Technician 3, C&M, 29 yrs.; 
William Bancroft, Supervis- 
ing Engineer, C&M, 27 yrs.; 
William Belmonte, Bridge 
Operator, C&M, 13 yrs.; 
Bertram Kennedy Jr., Pr. 
Draft Technician, Design 
ROW, 10 yrs. 


Summer is here and many folks head to the 
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beaches and 


marinas to relax. 
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answer in writing along with your name, title and unit to Transporter, Room 1500, Headquarters, Trenton. Only one name per 
entry. Do not send the Transporter photograph with your answer. Please submit your answer by July 16. 


Eighteen identify the John Bull locomotive 


Eighteen NJDOTers correctly identified 
the "John Bull” locomotive in our May 
issue. Now in the Smithsonian Institution 
in Washington, the engine was first 
operated on the Camden and Amboy 
Railroad in 1831. Manufactured in 
England the John Bull played a key role 
in the age of steam. It incorporated many 
firsts including the cow-catcher and the 
oil burning headlight. 

The correct replies came from: Bruce 
T. Abbott, Sr. Engineer, C&M; Joseph F. 
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Bauer, Crew Supervisor; Blase Cassibba, 
ROW Negotiator; Lisa Bellizio, Training 
Technician, Training & Development 
Section; Anne Chmielewski, Manager, 
Records & Services; Martin R. Fabian, 
Crew 166, Construction II; Charles Grill, 
Assistant Engineer, Project Location. 
Herman J. Krieg, Project Engineer, 
Region 2 Construction; Rich Laube, 
Supervising Engineer, Region II Design; 
Raymond Kropinack, Sr. ROW 
Appraiser, ROW; Glenn Lawrence, Pr. 


Engineer, Region 3 Design; Charlie 
Melillo, Area Supervisor, Region 1 
Maintenance. 

John Stefane, Auditor II, Payables; Jo- 
seph Szucsik, C&M Technician I, Project 
Support; Norbert J. Teufel Jr., Pr. 
Engineer, Traffic Engineering & Local 
Aid; Jerry Thomas, Pr. Planner, Environ- 
mental Analysis; Anker Winter, Supervis- 
ing Engineer, C&M; John Willever, 
Supervisor, ROW 
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